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Political parties turn to 
Helena hangovers
Tuesday’s election results 
and a group of concerned citi-
zens may prevent the Univer-
sity of Montana from building 
a new $47 million facility for 
the Missoula College.  
Of the 58 incumbent candi-
dates who were re-elected to 
the state House of Represen-
tatives, 24 voted against the 
University’s request for fund-
ing during the 2011 legislative 
session. Since a bill must be 
approved by two-thirds of the 
100 House members, Repre-
sentative Carolyn Squires, D-
Missoula, said the University 
may fall short again in 2013. 
“I will most likely support 
(the proposal) because I know 
the need for a new facility is 
very real,” Squires said. “The 
problem is, in the House, it’s 
extremely hard to pass any-
thing that has such a large 
monetary expense attached to 
it.” 
Squires said the proposal 
will likely face resistance from 
representatives in eastern 
Montana who resist surrender-
ing their own assets to fund 
building projects in Missoula. 
However, Squires said, she 
believes the election of Gov. 
Steve Bullock — who would 
have final say on the bill if it 
passes through the House — is 
an encouraging development. 
Squires hasn’t  spoken to Bull-
ock about the new facility, but 
she said his commitment to 
education suggests he would 
be on board with the plans. 
Before the University can 
even approach the legislature, 
though, Squires said it must 
resolve its conflict with a lo-
cal group known as the Ad-
vocates for Missoula’s Future. 
The group said it would sup-
port a new building for Mis-
soula College but not on the 
proposed location of the South 
Campus. 
“I think the University has 
to step up and deal with the is-
sue people are having with the 
location,” Squires said. “When 
that issue is cleared up, I’ll look 
at trying to get the funding.” 
The Advocates held a meet-
ing Monday evening, and 
roughly 50 people showed up 
to express their issues with 
the University’s proposal. The 
group said it has gathered 
6,000 signatures from citizens 
who oppose the University’s 
plan. 
Lee Clemmensen of the 
University Area Homeown-
er’s Association said many of 
those signatures are from resi-
dents who live near the South 
Abby Redfern/Montana Kaimin
Sally Peterson points out the environmental changes that would happen to the University golf course if the University decides to go ahead with 
plans to build a south campus there. 
Election puts Missoula College plans in difficult position
Austin Green
Montana Kaimin
See COLLEGE, page 3
ASUM Weekly Review
MISSOULA COLLEGE
One school in Missoula experi-
enced the giving spirit a little early 
this year, thanks to five University 
of Montana students. 
UM student Rachael Braget 
said the group wanted to help 
DeSmet Elementary School after 
hearing 60 percent of the kids who 
attend are below the poverty line. 
Once they visited the school, the 
students realized the playground 
needed improvement.
“For once we felt like we were 
actually making a difference, 
rather than just sitting in class and 
learning about it,” Braget said. 
An assignment for the group’s 
junior-level social work class 
 CAMPUS
See SOCIAL WORK, page 5
The University of Montana 
campus might be getting a 
little bit safer, if the members 
of Griz Watch have their way. 
Although they haven’t yet 
been officially recognized by 
ASUM, the new student group 
hopes to combat the occur-
rence of campus crime.
“We want to make sure ev-
eryone has a friendly face they 
can count on,” Blake Reynolds 
said. Reynolds is one of several 
students who had the idea to 
patrol campus while making 
 
See ASUM, page 5
UM students 
help elementary 
school kids
Jessica Roden
Montana Kaimin
Heather Jurva
Montana Kaimin
Crime-fighting  
college students 
try to form new 
student group
Setback in proposed South Campus
OPINION2
The Montana Kaimin, in its 115th 
year, is published by the students of 
the University of Montana, Missoula. 
The UM School of Journalism uses 
the Montana Kaimin for practice 
courses but assumes no control 
over policy or content. 
The Montana Kaimin is printed on 
campus by Printing and Graphics. 
Send letters to the editor to 
editor@montanakaimin.com. 
Editorials are discussed and written 
by Kaimin editors. 
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SPORTS COLUMN
By Erik C. Anderson, sports editor
IT’S NOT YOU, 
IT’S ALL OF YOUsports
AE
By Erik C. Anderson, sports editor
HISTORY COLUMN
By Blake Reynolds
Congrats and condolences
CURRENT ANTIQUITIES
I have been waiting for this day for months. No longer will John 
Tester or Denny Rehberg advertisements obstruct my path of mean-
ingless YouTube surfing. More importantly, politicians can go back 
to doing whatever they do between elections. I forecast some politi-
cal chest-pounding, followed by bipartisan whining. A great deal of 
whining will come from the close results of the popular vote com-
pared to the wide margin won in the Electoral College. This is not the 
first time such an event has happened, and it may only get worse as 
our political structure weakens.
Throughout U.S. history, the popular vote and the Electoral Col-
lege have often been at odds in key races. In 2000, Al Gore had 543,895 
more popular votes, but lost by 5 votes in the Electoral College. When 
Abraham Lincoln won in 1860, the man with the second highest popu-
lar votes, Stephen Douglas, came fourth in the Electoral College. How 
can these inconsistencies happen so frequently — or even exist — in a 
system that claims to be a democracy? Well, for starters, we do not live 
in a democracy. As James Madison writes in “The Federalist Papers,” 
we live in a republic. In a republic, a few represent the many and the 
majority elects them. So, it is natural that the majority of popular votes 
in a state are taken to represent that state’s will and, therefore, all of 
the votes from that state go toward the majority candidate in an repre-
sentative electoral college. The idea that we live in a democracy has no 
doubt been popularized and diluted by long campaign seasons and 
political/patriotic blabber, which has a sad history of its own.   
Traditionally, the presidential race begins in September. The pri-
maries, however, are much looser and traditionally start a year before 
the New Hampshire primary, two years before the actual presidential 
election. These primaries have been limited in the past by inhibitors 
like time and money. With the existence of the Citizens United rul-
ing, a massive supply of money can now flow into the presidential 
auction — excuse me, election. With enough money, time becomes 
relative. We might see the primaries beginning in January immedi-
ately after the election, instead of the short, blissful two-year reprieve 
we now have. This would create a two-part catastrophe: I would lose 
my mind, and the president would immediately respond to this new 
political pressure, bowing to party trends and positions instead of the 
more useful approach of doing what’s right — assuming any presi-
dent still does that. This enhanced political kowtowing could make 
the races even closer, as it becomes less about the issues and more 
about party lines and ads. Politicians would spend less effort debating 
or engaging the country so that they could, as NBC’s Brian Williams 
called it, play a “Moneyball” version of politics.  
How do we combat this? One solution could be telling James Mad-
ison to shove it and to switch our elections to a direct democracy, or 
at least make them more “democratic.” We now live in an age where 
the Internet could collect all of our votes, not just for the president but 
for other issues as well. This would allow our political participation 
to continue year-round, but it would not stop the influence of money 
or get John Tester’s face off my computer screen any faster. Our best 
option is to stay with our republic. If Caesar or Augustus taught us 
anything, it’s that changing the government to reflect the people’s will 
may not always be for the best.
blake.reynolds@umontana.edu
THE RENTER’S RANT
A weekly editorial brought to you 
by the ASUM Off-Campus Renter 
Center.  As an agency of ASUM, it 
assists with tenant/landlord disputes, 
works politically to further renters’ 
rights and empowers students to ad-
vocate for themselves.
Winterizing your apartment
The season of short days, dip-
ping temperatures and scarce 
amounts of sunlight is now 
upon us. So many of Missoula’s 
rental properties located in old 
homes and apartment build-
ings have subpar insulation. For 
many renters the winter season 
brings a never-ending struggle 
to curb steep utilities bills and a 
constant battle with roommates 
over control of the thermostat. 
While major weatherization 
renovations are left to the owner 
of the property, there are a num-
ber of things that you can do as 
a renter to keep in the heat and 
resist the raise in prices. 
Start with windows and doors 
— ensuring passageways to the 
outdoors are airtight is the most 
effective way to keep your home 
warm this winter. Check windows 
for any cracks or drafty spots, and 
check to be sure each window has 
sealants or weather strips in good 
condition — both indoor and out! 
The same goes for doors:  If weath-
er strips are worn, they should be 
replaced for the new season.  Pur-
chasing sheet plastic kits to cover 
drafty windows is another way to 
provide insulation in your home. 
But be sure to run this by your 
landlord before installing them — 
they can remove paint from the 
walls upon removal. 
Keep your heating systems 
squeaky clean to ensure they are 
operating in the most energy-ef-
ficient and economically efficient 
manner.  For furnaces: Replace fil-
ters every 45-60 days. For heating 
vents: Keep them clean and free of 
any materials that block the heat. 
Natural gas users: Purchase a 
programmable thermostat, have it 
paid for by NorthWestern Energy 
and save $40-$100 per season!  Im-
prove your energy consumption 
by installing this nifty thermostat 
you can program to turn the heat 
up before you come home from 
a day of classes and before you 
wake up in the morning. Avail-
able at most hardware stores for 
$30-$100. Fill out a quick applica-
tion and receive a $30 rebate from 
NorthWestern Energy. Again, we 
recommend you get your land-
lord’s approval before taking ad-
vantage of this energy-saving of-
fer. Visit northwesternenergy.com 
for details.
NorthWestern Energy also of-
fers FREE home energy audits. 
In addition to a customized us-
age report, an energy audit could 
include free installation of water 
heater wraps, low-flow shower 
heads or low-flow faucet aerators. 
Visit northwesternenergy.com or 
call 1-800-823-5995 for more infor-
mation. 
Katherine Brady
Director, Off-Campus  
Renter Center
LETTERS
to the EDITOR
SUNDAY MORNING, THE University Center opened its doors at an abnormal, un-
godly hour for hordes of Griz fans. 
Four days after Cat/Griz ticket 
sales, aka the biggest football game 
of the year, 400 student tickets are 
still attainable. This is unheard 
of, right? This is the game, UM’s 
Superbowl, the one that matters. 
Tickets never last this long.
But as of Wednesday after-
noon, this is ... depressing.
Saturday night, nearly 10 hours 
early, a few faithful Griz staked out 
the first spots in line outside the 
UC. Equipped with propane for 
grilling, winter wear for a night’s 
sleep and a palpable enthusiasm, 
these urban campers prepared to 
seize UM’s hottest ticket, or what 
used to be UM’s hottest ticket.
Two years ago, the UC opened 
at 6 a.m. and students flooded the 
building eager to nab a pass to see 
Montana’s greatest football rivalry. 
As they entered the building, they 
met a sophisticated maze. UC of-
ficials had mapped out a human 
traffic control system in hopes of 
preventing mayhem when tickets 
went on sale at 6:30 a.m. This  year, 
there was no mayhem.
Within two hours the “crowd” 
of 500 — including the first 400 
students scoring guest passes 
-— had their tickets, and the UC 
became an unintentional ghost 
town. According to The Source, 
2,800 tickets were allocated for 
students, nearly six times the 
number of students who showed 
up for the ticket sales.
Two years ago AJ Mazzolini, 
a Kaimin sports reporter, sur-
vived a Cat/Griz ticket gauntlet, 
spending nearly 12 hours in line 
for, what else, a ticket. Herds of 
students filed into every crevice 
of the UC, on all three floors. Not 
only was that the standard for 
copping a ticket, it was required. 
By 2010’s standards, the 7-3 Griz 
were worth half-a-day in line for 
the prize. 
It’s funny what a 5-5 season can 
do. 
Come that brisk Saturday 
morning when the Brawl of the 
Wild resumes, I know fans will 
still stock the stands. I know the 
tailgate grills will sizzle and fans 
will pour their hearts out for an 
average Griz football team. But I 
can’t help but feel empty.
Perhaps the box office’s mar-
keting, the Source, or even this 
paper is to blame for an oversight. 
Or maybe Griz Nation’s hot hon-
eymoon with football is proving 
to be more of a flirty fling. But re-
ally, Griz Nation, where did all the 
passion go? 
erik1.anderson@umontana.edu
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Campus. 
“We are firmly against 
building it on the golf 
course,”Clemmensen said. “We 
understand the impact it will 
have on the neighborhoods, and 
we strongly oppose it.”
Clemmensen said the home-
owners believe the new facility 
would create parking, traffic, 
congestion, noise and pollution 
issues for the nearby neighbor-
hoods. UM President Royce 
Engstrom will meet with the 
homeowners Nov. 16 to address 
their concerns. 
In addition to the homeown-
ers’ issues, the Advocates said 
building on the golf course 
would destroy an “underuti-
lized economic engine.” The golf 
course hosts numerous cross-
country meets throughout the 
year, including the Mountain 
West Classic, which brought 70 
teams and roughly 2,100 run-
ners to Missoula in September. 
The group estimated this 
meet alone provided $250,000 
to local hotels, restaurants and 
stores. 
The Advocates said the golf 
course serves as a recruiting 
tool for the University. At the 
meeting, the group handed out 
copies of a letter a cross-country 
coach from Washington recently 
sent to the Board of Regents. The 
coach wrote some of her run-
ners were considering attending 
UM, based on their experience 
in Missoula. The Advocates said 
they believe testimonials like 
this could sway the University’s 
thinking. 
While it opposes the Univer-
sity’s current plans, the group 
said it would support building 
a new facility on the West Cam-
pus near Fort Missoula. The 
group believes the West Campus 
makes more sense because of its 
proximity to Community Medi-
cal Center and the college’s In-
dustrial Technology programs. 
The group will hold another 
meeting Thursday at Sentinel 
High School at 5 p.m., and it will 
present its case to the Board of 
Regents Nov. 16. Advocates 
member Keith Koprivica said 
the group’s meetings are open 
to the public, and he hopes to 
talk with University officials 
before approaching the Legis-
lature. 
“We haven’t had the oppor-
tunity to really engage with the 
University, and that’s one thing 
we want,” Koprivica said. 
He added the group had not 
sent direct invitations to Uni-
versity administrators. 
austin1.green@umontana.edu
COLLEGE
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Homeowners believe the new 
facility would create parking, traffic, 
congestion, noise and pollution issues 
for nearby neighborhoods.
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Montana Democrats watch 
President Barack Obama give 
his acceptance speech Tueday 
at a the Montana Democratic 
headquarters in Helena, Mont. 
Empty beer bottles lined the 
tables, and half-full wine glasses 
with lipstick stains stood alone 
against the white tablecloths. The 
room was silent, save the voice of 
one iconic man.
Groups of people stood around 
plasma TVs, screaming, cheering, 
high-fiving and crying. 
The Montana Democrats gath-
ered at the Great Northern Hotel in 
Helena Tuesday night to cheer on 
Steve Bullock, Pam Bucy and other 
Montana Democratic tickets for the 
2012 election. Roughly 400 party 
members turned up to support the 
candidates.
While the supporters came to 
cheer on both Bullock and Bucy, 
Bullock warned the night was go-
ing to be a late one for everyone.
As midnight loomed closer and 
the ballots still trickled in from 
around the state, the group booed 
Romney, cheered Obama and in-
dulged further in its liquid luck.
A man gave constant updates 
of numbers: Bullock is up, Bucy is 
down, but the night is still young.
When midnight hit, the party-
goers dispersed. There was a lot of 
blue, but only 30 percent of the vote 
was in. There were still lines at poll-
ing places.
They left with smiles.
Idle chatter and remarks about 
a brighter future passed between 
friends. Many made comments 
about the Republican Party. One 
or two insulted Mrs. Romney, but 
there’s no need: the next four years 
look good. Bullock was in the lead, 
and President Obama would have 
a second term.
The next morning, in a Super 8 
on the east side of Helena, a couple 
watched Fox News while eating 
a free breakfast of toaster waffles 
and juice. Frowns pulled at the cor-
ners of their lips and a vague des-
peration poured from their hollow 
stares.
“Well, he can’t go another term,” 
the man quipped. “Thank God for 
that.”
At the table beside them, an el-
derly homeless man counted his 
money, twenty by twenty, watch-
ing the television with excitement. 
He turned to the woman at the 
counter and gave a toothy grin.
“Isn’t it wonderful?” he said. 
“Isn’t it just wonderful?”
He folded his money, tucked 
it inside his coat and tugged his 
Vietnam Veteran hat a little farther 
down his brow.
He gave the woman at the coun-
ter a thumbs-up before walking 
into the breezy Helena morning.
Although the two parties divid-
Candace Rojo
Montana Kaimin
Capitol records
Helena and the elections: a city divided
ELECTIONS
ed the city the previous night, the 
streets of Helena remained calm 
in the morning as citizens looked 
toward the change new officials 
bring.
candace.rojo@umontana.edu
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required them to take on a task 
that would improve the com-
munity. The group will gain 
extra credit for involving local 
businesses and the UM athletic 
department in the project.
Knife River donated gravel 
for playground areas and IBEY 
nursery donated a Bobcat and 
driver to move the gravel. The 
UM athletic department do-
nated sports equipment, and 
Home Resources donated paint 
to repaint the blacktop games.
“In doing that, it made their 
playground so much better, 
and the people at the school just 
kept thanking us and thanking 
us,” Braget said. 
Though the group was 
touched by the gratitude of the 
school, all the students had to 
do was make some calls, she 
said. 
“Everyone else was willing to 
help,” Braget said. “We just had to 
ask.” 
One of the people who went 
above and beyond for the project 
was UM Athletic Director Kent 
Haslam, she said. 
The group was hoping for 
five or six used balls, Braget said. 
However, the coaches from the 
athletic department donated 
around 20 new soccer balls and 
20 to 30 new basketballs to DeS-
met School with money from its 
own funds. 
“We want to partner as much 
as we can with the community 
and the campus,” Haslam said. 
The three pillars of the athletic 
department are academic suc-
cess, athletic excellence and com-
munity service, he said.
Contributing to the project had 
nothing to do with the negative 
publicity the athletic department 
has received in recent weeks. 
“We shouldn’t do any more of 
it just to tell people about it,” he 
said. “Being a part of the commu-
nity is good, regardless.” 
Josh Matlock, facilities and 
grounds technician for DeSmet 
School, said the playground 
looks better and is safer, thanks 
to the work of the students who 
were there all day Friday and 
Saturday. 
“All of the staff was excited 
about it because it was things 
we’ve been wanting to do for 
a while,” Matlock said.  The 
school relies heavily upon do-
nations and grants.
The time it took for the proj-
ect to come together was im-
pressive, Matlock said. After the 
group visited, he had a phone 
call within a week to say the 
Stacy Thacker/Montana Kaimin
UM women’s soccer coach Mark Plakorus holds up two types of soccer 
balls that the team donated to DeSmet School. The school received 20 
soccer balls, donated from UM’s summer soccer camp. 
SOCIAL WORK
From page 1
their rounds as Resident As-
sistants, four of whom pre-
sented at the ASUM meeting 
Wednesday night.
If they become a student 
group, Griz Watch will oper-
ate much like a traditional 
neighborhood watch.
“Armed with walkie talk-
ies and flashlights and other 
safety mechanisms,” one or-
ASUM
From page 1
Taylor Romack/ Montana Kaimin
UM President Royce Engstrom takes questions from ASUM senators 
Wednesday evening. Engstrom addressed concerns regarding the 
development of the Missoula College campus. 
“We’ve pretty 
much filled up this 
campus.”
Royce Engstrom,
UM President
ganizer said, members will 
patrol campus during the 
night hours to deter crime and 
help respond if a crime occurs. 
Members will not be allowed 
to physically engage with of-
fenders in any way and plan 
to be in close contact with the 
Office of Public Safety.
President Royce Engstrom 
acknowledged that assaults 
over the past year may have 
played a role in a recent drop 
in nonresident enrollment, 
but said that factor won’t be 
conclusive until students who 
chose other colleges have been 
polled. That drop in enroll-
ment has had an effect on the 
budget, Engstrom said, result-
ing in University-wide budget 
cuts.
Avid golfer and former Mis-
soula city councilperson Re-
nee Mitchell spoke out against 
the South Campus building 
during the public comment 
portion of the meeting. Mitch-
ell said she acquired 700 stu-
dent signatures on a petition 
against the South Campus 
construction within a period 
of four or five hours.
“We know there are build-
ings [on Mountain Campus] 
that are incomplete, obsolete 
and underused,” Mitchell said.
“If you’re going to be ask-
ing for 47 million bucks… you 
should at least be able to show 
a need for that building,” 
Mitchell said.
Engstrom highlighted the 
work that has gone into the 
South Campus Master Plan. 
The South Campus building 
falls into the context of that 
master plan, Engstrom said. 
It takes into account building 
placement, traffic patterns and 
an environmental assessment.
“We’ve pretty much filled 
up this campus,” Engstrom 
said. “If we’re going to grow in 
a deliberate way, in a concert-
ed way… we do need continu-
ous space.”
ASUM also passed a reso-
lution that recognizes the 
need for increased support for 
student veterans at UM. It is 
the first step toward address-
ing the needs of a group that 
doesn’t typically draw atten-
tion to itself but deserves sup-
port, business manager Micah 
Nielsen said.
heather.jurva@umontana.edu
project was sorted out. 
“It’s all been great,” he said. 
“We appreciate it, and the kids 
really appreciate it — especially 
since it says ‘Griz’ on it.” 
jessica.roden@umontana.edu
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DANCE-A-THON
Food Drive
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10
10:30AM - 12:30PM
FITNESS & RECREATION CENTER, GYM #3
(406) 243-2804www.umt.edu/fitness
Bring at least 1 non-perishable food item as your entry!
Two hours of Zumba & Oula to benefit the Missoula Food Bank
Open to the Public
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Griz hit road for first time this season
BASKETBALL
Austin Schempp
Montana Kaimin
It may be the first offi-
cial game of the season, but 
there’s already a feeling of 
déjà vu for the University of 
Montana men’s basketball 
team.
The first two opponents 
on Montana’s schedule last 
season — Lewis-Clark State 
and Colorado State Univer-
sity — are the same two op-
ponents this season. 
Friday, the Grizzlies 
travel to CSU again, down 
one starter.  Last year, start-
ing forward Derek Selvig 
did not play in the game 
because of an injury, while 
guard Will Cherry is out for 
this week’s game. 
No player knows the feel-
ing quite like senior Math-
ias Ward, who will make 
his third trip down to CSU. 
“I’ve been down to Colo-
rado State twice, and each 
time we’ve had to play 
without one of our starters,” 
said Ward, who scored eight 
points in the Grizzlies 58-64 
loss to CSU last year.
Wayne Tinkle, in his sev-
enth season as head coach 
Junior Will Cherry (5), looks toward the basket March 6 in Dahlberg Arena.
Forest Chaput de Saintonge/Montana Kaimin
of the Griz, said the team 
exhibits similarities to past 
years, but this year’s squad 
is full of younger players.
“The last two times we 
played Colorado State, 
we’ve been missing a start-
er,” said Tinkle, noting Sel-
vig in 2011 and center Brian 
Qvale in 2009. “We are a 
distinctly different team 
than we were the last couple 
of years — less experience 
out there.” 
Montana begins its non-
conference play against a 
CSU team that recorded just 
“We are a 
distinctly 
different team 
than we were 
the last couple 
of years — less 
experience 
out there.” 
Wayne Tinkle,  
head basketball coach
See BASKETBALL, next page
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one loss at home. Last year, 
CSU finished 20-12 over-
all and 8-6 in the Moun-
tain West Conference and 
ranked sixth in the nation 
for 3-point field goal per-
centage. 
Both Montana and Col-
orado State made the 68-
team NCAA Tournament 
last season, the Rams as an 
at-large team, and the Griz-
zlies qualified after win-
ning the Big Sky Confer-
ence Tournament.
Tinkle said the keys to 
this week’s game will be 
limiting the Rams’ transi-
tion game, rebounding and 
guarding the pick-and-roll. 
CSU brings new head 
coach Larry Eustachy — 
previously the coach of 
Southern Mississippi — 
and two Division I trans-
fers, forward Colton Iver-
son, a transfer from the 
University of Minnesota, 
and guard Daniel Bejarano, 
a transfer from University 
of Arizona. 
Returning senior guards 
Dorian Green and Wes Eik-
meier and forward Greg 
Smith lead a strong Rams 
team. Eikmeier scored 21 
points and was a perfect 10 
for 10 from the free-throw 
line against Montana last 
year. 
Transfer and junior for-
ward Spencer Coleman is 
battling an ankle sprain 
and is a game-day decision 
to play. 
Tinkle said junior Ka-
reem Jamar and sopho-
mores Jordan Gregory and 
Keron DeShields will split 
playing time at the point 
guard position. 
Jamar, a 6-foot-5 guard, 
earned the Big Sky Tourna-
ment Most Valuable Player 
Award and was named 
First Team All-Big Sky 
Conference. 
Tinkle said the game will 
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provide an opportunity for 
increased minutes for some 
of the younger players and 
help the team against other 
tough non-conference op-
ponents.
“It’s our first real game 
on the road,” he said. 
“We’re going to be thrown 
into the fire right away. It’ll 
give us a starting point and 
establish some areas to im-
prove upon, so when we 
do face someone like Idaho 
or BYU, hopefully some of 
that nervousness will sub-
side.”
austin.schempp@umontana.edu
“We’re going 
to be thrown 
into the fire 
right away.”
Wayne Tinkle,  
head basketball coach
Montana State University players try to block junior Mathias Ward (40) from scoring a basket Feb. 25 in the 
Dahlberg Arena. The Griz won 57-47.
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PLEASED?
PISSED?
Write a letter.
Please email letters of 
300 words or fewer to 
editor@montanakaimin.com 
or drop them off in 
Don Anderson Hall 208. 
Please include a 
phone number. 
Letters are printed on 
Thursdays.
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Montana Kaimin
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Pictures of naked women 
were plastered on every wall — 
from the bleached white floor to 
the ceiling. Well, in the bathroom, 
at least. 
The rest of “The Bulldog 
Sports Bar” in Whitefish, Mont., 
was just as cluttered, but with 
pennants, posters and pictures. 
The Grizzlies had just beaten 
Weber State 24-21, and happy 
hour had been extended — only 
two bucks for a Budweiser. While 
driving through Polson, Lakeside 
and Kalispell last Friday, varying 
types of Grizzly paraphernalia 
or game day specials caught my 
attention. Griz Nation, I thought. 
Literally.
Say what you will about this 
season, but the past is a doodle 
that can’t be undid, home skillet. 
Montana’s football program is 
still a beacon of greatness, and its 
love affair with western Montana 
will withstand the disappointing 
2012 season. 
Get over it. This season hasn’t 
been a total loss. Yes, the Grizzlies 
are sandwiched in the middle of 
the Big Sky Conference with a 5-5 
overall record and 3-4 conference 
mark. Yes, the Griz finally won 
two games in a row for the first 
time this season. Yes, unless they 
defeat the ‘Cats, it’ll be the first 
season since 1985 UM has had 
more losses than wins. But no — 
Montana’s tradition is not going 
anywhere. After all, as the play-
er’s tunnel door reads, “the pride 
and tradition of the Montana 
Grizzlies will not be entrusted to 
the timid or the weak.”
Head coach Mick Delaney’s 
unique blend of charisma and 
sternness has brought a much 
needed attitude adjustment to the 
program. He suspended three 
starters last week for violations 
of team rules and reprimanded a 
few others in the first two games 
of the season for similar acts. 
Before Trevor Poole’s indefinite 
suspension for purchasing ille-
gal drugs nearly two weeks ago, 
the Griz had kept 2012’s slate 
relatively unblemished. Well, 
etch this sketch and start over 
— you still have a large group 
of student-athletes doing what it 
takes to clean up the Grizzlies’ 
public image. And as for Delaney 
— this guy doesn’t mess around. 
As Joe Glenn, University of South 
Dakota’s head coach, said, “he 
was brought in to settle the situa-
tion.” And he’s done just that. On 
the field, he has put his team in 
a position to win in all 10 games. 
Let’s not forget this team has 
lost by six points twice and eight 
points once. If it weren’t for an 
onside kick and a few late-game 
fumbles, the Griz could be in 
playoff contention. But, as defen-
sive captain Jordan Tripp said, 
“To think about what’s happened 
in the past is beating a dead horse. 
You’ve got to move on, make cor-
rections.” Consider the playing 
field officially leveled. 
Gone are the days when the 
Griz would easily rattle off sea-
son after season of perfect confer-
ence records. The Big Sky, which 
grew to 13 teams in 2012, has got-
ten much too strong for any one 
team to ever dominate like that 
again. Four teams in the confer-
ence are ranked in the Top 20 in 
the nation, according to a Sports 
Network poll. The Big Sky is to 
the Football Championship Sub-
division what the SEC is to the 
Football Bowl division.
If you live in the past, you die 
in the past. Live in the moment, 
but still consider the future. 
While the defense has given up 
an appalling 292 passing yards 
per game, it has allowed an av-
erage of fewer than 100 rushing 
yards per game. The defensive 
line features freshman Tyrone 
Holmes, who had four sacks 
against Idaho State, freshman Jes-
se Ginn and freshman Bo Harris. 
These young guns will be locked 
and loaded for years to come. 
Then there’s the best defensive 
end in FCS football — Missoula 
native Zack Wagenmann. The 
ferocious redshirt sophomore’s 
sack-fumble last weekend helped 
set up a Griz victory and his nine 
sacks lead the conference. He will 
be terrorizing quarterbacks for 
years to come — perhaps even in 
the NFL.
On offense we’ve witnessed 
the rise of the hyphen. Kalispell 
native Shay Smithwick-Hann has 
won both of his starts since tak-
ing the reigns from Trent McKin-
ney against North Dakota three 
weeks ago. And for a team that 
racks up 248 rush yards per game, 
returning blossoming backs Joey 
Counts, Jordan Canada and Brett 
Kirschner will make the number 
even higher next season.
So chin up, Grizzlies. You have 
a lot to look forward to. You also 
have Monte. And Mo. And one 
more thing — the Bobcats would 
have to win 35 straight ‘Brawl of 
the Wild’ matchups to even up 
the rivalry series, which the Griz 
lead 70-36-5. 
dustin.askim@umontana.edu
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The state of the nation — Griz Nation
Dustin Askim
Montana Kaimin
“The pride and tradition of the 
Montana Grizzlies will not be 
entrusted to the timid or the weak.”
Washington-Grizzly Stadium 
players’ tunnel
Follow Kaimin reporter Eben 
Keller as he hits the bars  
on Election Night.
ONLINE 
ONLY:
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March with a 
family in the 
annual Day of the 
Dead parade.
